Video Technology
Mrs. Elizabeth Humphrey

Class Description:

Video Technology covers the entire process of creating a good film.  Writing, Scripting, storyboarding, filming, editing, music, titles, and special effects are all part of the package.  Students are required to have access to a video camera Hi8, 8mm, VHS, or digital in order to film outside of the school building.  Digital cameras are preferred as all final formats will be digital.  This class is fast paced and requires a good deal of reading and the ability to be self-directed.  Students are liable for damages to school-owned digital media equipment.
Purpose:

This class focuses on creative production of time-based art using digital video.  Students will learn how to operate a Mini-DV camcorder, shoot video, digitize and edit their footage using I-movie and how to compress for Web or output to video.  Detailed technical instruction on the camcorder and lighting for video will be provided.  The creation of a final, artistic video on the subject of their choice will be emphasized.
“NEW” Broadcasting Production-  This year students will be responsible for producing, creating, and updating a weekly news report “TC Highlights.”  The production will be broadcast once a week during students lunch times.  This class is responsible for writing, taping, and editing the weekly school announcements, interviews, sport events, music program, assemblies, community events, prom, graduation, and much more.  

This class will also be responsible for creating the “End of Year” video. The video will disturbed to students and faculty at end of year. (Similar to yearbook)
Credit:

½ credit (grades 11-12, grade 10 with permission)

Fee:
Course fee $40.00; It is possible you will incur additional costs for personal items such as videotapes, discs, etc.

Attendance Policy:

· Lecture notes are your responsibility.

· Late homework may or may not be accepted- it’s up to my discretion.  If I do accept it, it will probably be docked 10% per day.

Grading Policy:

Your grades will be based on a combination of subjective and objective criteria.  You will have to show a basic knowledge of the video production process and technology involved.  You will also have to show some ability to develop original ideas into a finished product.  If you complete all the stated requirements for an assignment you will receive a A.  I encourage you to exceed these requirements through your own exploration into video production or related fields. Extra credit will be given to those who exceed. (* Making Deadlines)
The Terms of the Course:

The computers are very moody and very breakable.  Behave professionally in the lab areas.  NO FOOD or DRINK in the media lab areas.

Any student attempting to submit work to the teacher to meet course requirements that was not produce by the student will be in big trouble.  If you are not intimately familiar with the Academic Honesty policy of Columbian High School please refer to you Student Handbook.

**This year this class is a pilot class, with that in mind this syllabus is subject to change with somewhat advance notice.

**I hope this class will be productive, self-motivated, and open to developing changes. Also, most of all to have fun creating video projects! 

Grading Breakdown: 





The Grading Scale:
Quizzes and Final Exam





100-92= A  


4-6 Class Projects






91-83= B

Assignments/Homework





82-70= C



*Properly Handling Equipment (in and out of classroom)
69-60= D

Critiques







59-0= F

Material List:
I-DV tapes/ Hi-8/ 8mm

DVD-R or VHS

Folder

Personal Music (remember copyright policy)


Video Technology 

Contract/Permission Slip

Tiffin City School

Mrs. Humphrey, 2005

Dear Parents / Guardian, 

Please read this letter carefully and sign the forms attached to this letter and return ASAP.

Your son/ daughter is currently enrolled in Video Tech or Commercial Art class through the Tiffin art department.  These classes allow students the opportunity to use up to date technology.  I hope that it will be a fun and rewarding class for your child. These classes are great introductory courses that can lead, inspire, and give your child knowledge to enter into various field choices.

In order to offer theses classes we must use expensive equipment.  Examples of some of the equipment that we will be using are camcorders, computers, scanners, digital cameras, DVD recorders, and much more.  Most equipment will be supplied by the school.

We all know that accidents do happen. Students will be taught how to use cameras and other materials in detail.  They will be expected to handle the equipment with respect and responsibility.  They will be expected to check materials out if they leave the room, and will have to check them back in.  The checking in and out process allows the art department to track the condition of the materials.  If something happens that is not the students fault but needs to be attended to they should immediately bring it to my attention.  This will allow accidents to be taken care of and allow the time needed to fix the equipment.   DO NOT leave it for the next student who needs to check it out.

However if something happens to the camera or other materials that is the result of mishandling, then the responsibility will be at the discretion of the teacher and tech. personnel.  School insurance may only cover items used in the classroom setting; even then the cost may not be fully covered. 

Example of mishandling:  If a student checks out a camera and lets a student who is not in the class use it, and this causes a scratch on the lens or other camera parts; which these can be a very expensive repair.  The student who checked out the equipment will be responsible for it.

To Avoid Problems:

· Listen carefully on how to handle cameras, computers, and other equipment.

· If something goes wrong notify the instructor.

· Always check out and in the equipment.

· Never let anyone use equipment from outside the class.  Even if they say “they know how to      use it.”

· When the camera isn’t being used it needs to be locked up at all times and kept in a dry, secure place.

· Use common sense, the equipment is YOUR responsibility.

This year we are add two new projects to this class.  One will be producing a weekly news broadcasting productation that will be air during student body lunch periods. Second, we will be developing an end of year video to highlight the 2005-2006 school year at Tiffin Columbian.  With these two exciting projects planned, it will be necessary for students to videotape school-related events after school hours.  Students will need to borrow a school camera for their taping. It is important that student return the camera 8:00 am the next school day.  

Finally it should also be understood, that while freedom of expression and creativity in assignments is highly valued, this is an introductory class and all students will be guided through the same assignments.  While individual creativity is valued, good taste and all rules governing school appropriateness will apply to all film assignments and finished products.

If you have any question please feel free contact me by calling  419-447-6331 or email  elizabeth_humphrey@tiffin.k12.oh.us
Sincerely,

Mrs. Humphrey-instructor
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Contract/Permission Slip

There are three areas that need your consent in order for your student to fully participate in class activities.  Initial your consent/ no consent in the correct box and sign at the bottom.  Thank you.

Name of Student _______________________________

__________ _I will be financially responsible for expenses for VCT class should they 


damage or destroy any equipment in the classroom or in their possession 

after school and off of school property.

___________ I will not be financially responsible for expenses for VCT class should the 

damage or destroy any equipment used in the classroom or in their 


possession after school and off of school property.

___________ I give my student permission to leave school property to film/conduct 


research for class. (Examples go to library or to ad building to interview 


someone, etc.)

___________ I do not give my student permission to leave school property to 



film/conduct research for class.  Students will be sent to study hall with 


supplementary assignments.

____________ I give my permission to allow my student to bring home school equipment 

on weekends and will be responsible for any damages which occur.

____________ I do not give my permission to allow my student to bring home school 


equipment on weekends and will be responsible for any damages which 


occur.

Please sign this to show that you agree to the terms you mark above.

Parent or Guardian  _________________________________  Date: _______________

Student’s Signature _________________________________  Date: _______________




Behavior Plan: 


 1st  


 2nd 


3rd


4th





Additional notes:








Classroom Rules:





1.








2.








3.








