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Would you like to do something a little bit different on the first day of classes? Here are some great ideas from teachers across the US. 

“Last year when my kids came into class, I had a small jar of Playdough on each of their desks with the instructions to take ten minutes to "create something"...and it couldn't be a snake or worm:)

We then talked about what they made, as others tried to guess it before they revealed it.

I tied it in with this being a creative class, and how you'll have to create your own assignments instead of having them "assigned" to you.  Also, the ten minute time constraint served as a reminder that deadlines will be an important component to what they'll be doing all year.

Another idea is to have the kids interview each other, with a pre-determined set of questions.  They then become reporters, doing a "live shot" in front of the class about the person they interviewed.”

-Douglas Legore
Milton Hershey School

“20 Questions Introductions

Take a few, asking each other questions from this list. Take turns choosing and BOTH of you should answer the selected question. In the end you will introduce the person you interviewed using information you have gathered.

1.   What is the first thing you think of when you wake up in the morning?

2.   Most important thing in life?

3.   Storms cool or scary?

4.   If you could meet one person, dead or alive, who would it be?

5.   If you could have any job you wanted, what would it be?

6.   Is the glass half empty or half full?

7.   Favorite sport to watch and why?

8.  Where would you go on your dream vacation?

9.   Pets?

10. Birthplace?

11. Been outside of the USA? If yes where?

12. Dream Car?

13. Favorite Movie?

14. Favorite Holiday?

15. Favorite Book?

16. Favorite TV show?

17. Ever been in the hospital?

18. Pet Peeves?

19. Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

20. A question not in this list.

21. If you could rewrite the ending of one movie which would you choose?
What would the new ending be?

22. What do you think is the best TV series ever made?
The Worst?

23. If you had one week to show George Washington the country today what would you want to show him?

24. What is your biggest hope for the future?

25. Where would you go if you could travel anywhere in the worlds right now?

26. If you could trade places with someone for a week whom would you choose? Why?

27. What is the best thing you have ever spent money on? The worst thing?

28. If you had to be a cartoon character, which one would you choose? Why?

29. If you could meet any of your ancestors, whom would you want to meet?

30. If you could be a president of any company which would you choose? Why?

31. If money were not an issue what would be your ultimate luxury item?

32. What one event in American History would you erase if you could?

33. If you were going to be appointed as U.S. ambassador to a foreign country, which one would you want that to be?

34. To what extent do you think money can buy you happiness?

35. If you could have one superpower like a superhero, which would you want?

36. Which book do you wish you had written? Movie? Song?

37. What did you want to be when you grew up?

38. If you could be on stage with your favorite performer whom would you choose? Where would the performance be?

39. What are three words you could use to describe yourself?

40. What is the best decision you have ever made? Why?

41. Who is the funniest person you have known? What made him or her so funny?

42. What would you choose if you could eat one thing for dinner for the rest of your life?

43. If you could be a professional athlete in one sport which one would you choose? Why?

44. What is one of your most embarrassing moments?

45. Who is your ideal road trip companion? Where would the destination be?

46. If you could relieve one moment of your life, what would it be? Would you change it?

47. If you could change your name, what would you choose?

48. Which birthday was your happiest? Why?

49. Where would your ultimate vacation home be if money were no object? What would it look like?

50. What was your favorite present ever?

51. What name group would you choose for the rock group you were a member of?

52. Do you remember your dreams? Are they in color? Do you have recurring ones?

53. If they were making a movie about your life, whom would you want to play it?

54. What would be the first thing you would do after winning the lottery?

55. What is the weirdest thing you have ever eaten? Where?

56. If you had to be a character on a t.v. show, who would you be?

57. If you were deserted on an island, what 3 things would you bring? What three people?

58. If you could know one secret or mystery, but could never tell anyone, what would you want to know?

59. What song makes you want to dance every time you hear it?

60. Describe an ideal day.

61. What is one goal you would want to accomplish before you leave this world?

62. What is your favorite quote or saying? Why?

63. Who is the most famous person you have met? Where/how did you meet?

64. If you could go in a time machine and visit any time, when would that be?

65. If you could instantly be an expert in something what would that be?  Why?

66. If you could meet 3 people- alive or dead – whom would you meet? What would you do? What would you ask them?

67. What is your best talent or quality?

68. What has been you finniest or most amazing travel experience?

69. If you would rewrite the ending of one movie, which would you choose? What would the new ending be?

70. What do you think is the best TV series ever made? The worst?

71. If you had one week to show George Washington the country today, what would you want to show him?

72. What is your biggest hope for the future?

73. Where would you go if you could travel anywhere in the world right now?

74. If you could trade places with someone for a week, whom would you choose? Why?”


-Ed McDonough
Canton High School


“I've shared two of mine. The first is one we did last May when we held an orientation sleepover for
our new broadcast students. After the kids had completed their cards, we
went around the group and each person introduced him or herself and then
the person whose story they felt had the best potential for a "unique
access" interview.

Everyone Has a Story
Directions:
1. While the music is playing, move around, greeting other
broadcasters by name.  If you don't know a person's name, introduce
yourselves.
2. When the music stops, pair up and introduce yourself to a new
person and share one thing about yourself that could fit in one of the
spaces on your partner's form.
3. PARTNERS:  Record the "gold coins" or great sound bites.  You are
conducting an interview and you should write down what the other person
says.  NO ONE IS TO WRITE HIS OR HER OWN ANSWERS.

Items on the "bingo" card:
An unusual or surprising hobby in which you are involved  . . .
A unique or uncommon place you have lived . . .
A talent or skill you have that is not very common in young people . . .
A passion or commitment you have that inspires you . . .
A characteristic about your family or background that is unique . . .
WILD CARD = your choice of something that makes you unique . . .

-------------------------------
This next is an activity I will be using with my English media students at
the start of the new school year.  The object is to find commonalities
among class members. We follow it up on the second day with individual
introductions about their uniqueness and conclude the activities on the
third day by trying to find common themes or connections....

BINGO:  We are all alike.
Directions:  Fill in ALL the squares. Get as many people as you can to
print their first names into the appropriate blocks. TWO BLOCKS MAX PER
PERSON!!!
Be honest - fill in only those squares for which you can offer proof!

I wish summer were longer.
I have my own video camera for MeneMAC.
I am a bit nervous about freshman/sophomore life at MoHS.
I have heard about the Virginia Tech incident.
I have seen "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix."
I have played the wii.
I talk on the cell phone at least an hour @ day.
I have a MySpace page.
I have read Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows."”

-Lynne

Moanalua High School, Honolulu, Hawaii

“Have you ever done an activity to memorize all the students’ names?

I did an activity where you said “My name is Chris and I am cool".  They next student had to add say there name and spell it, no wait wrong activity.  The next student had to say “my name is Bob and I am bad news and that is Chris and he is cool."  You did this until everyone was included.  I would randomly pick students instead of going down the row.”

Chris Holcomb
Ola High School
McDonough, GA 

“I'm not sure if this is for the "first day" but you could fit it in the first week...

I've never done this, but it sounds like fun:  Have one of your advanced students (or yourself), film your beginning students...they can be in their desk, walking around campus or working on a project.  Then, have your advanced students edit a Survivor style opening for the beginning class...with music, titles (student names), etc.

This is of kind a "Look what you can do in no time!" lesson. You can play the opening, from time to time, to "start" class.  And, you can get good use out of it with parents (with back to school night) and even at a year end banquet.”

Rene Vela
Palos Verdes High School
Los Angeles, CA

“As the 1st student come in the door I tell them my name and they must then introduce me and himself to the next kid that walks in, then the third kid must introduce me, the 2nd kid and himself to the 4th kid and etc. Since everyone hopefully knows each others name by the end of the last kid, I then demo the whole thing by naming everyone, the kids have fun when I struggle to come up with the names, but sometimes I surprise them and get all the names right! I then introduce myself a little better and then I show a short video I made about myself and the summer's activities I participated in, this is a good way to show kids the different parts of a package (VO, B-roll, SOT etc) on day one of the class. I of course pre-produce this using the same techniques I will be teaching in the coming days. Then we play a game with the names we just learned, I have them without talking line themselves up in alphabetical order, this really shows how well the students can work together on day 1 with a low pressure activity, then I go down the line and see how they did lining themselves up, most times they get it right! Then I split the class in 2 (usually take the 1st 1/2 of my line and the 2nd half and we play one more name game. I have 2 people hold up a backdrop (they might need to stand on stools) I put the 1st group on one side of the backdrop and the 2nd group in the other side so they cannot see each other. I silently choose 1 person from each side to stand close to the backdrop, they still cannot see each other, and then I count to three and have the 2 people holding the backdrop drop it so now the 2 people can see each other. The first person to say the other persons name that was across from him wins a point for their team. Now the two people that were playing go and hold the backdrop and I pick 2 more people to stand close to the backdrop and play resumes. I feel it is really important that if you are going to run a class where they need to work closely with each other that they start off from day 1 knowing each other’s name and of course it helps me too. Since the ice is now broken I then introduce the class and all the exciting things that they will be creating this semester. I usually show examples of previous students work. This is a fun 1st day and much different like you said from the typical first day most of the kids get in their other "normal" classes. Make your class unique and different. For the next 2 weeks I play quick and easy icebreakers and get-to-know you games most lasting less than 5 minutes. If you need more ideas just type "icebreakers" in Google and you'll get a lot of hits.  I hope this helps. Give me some feedback on if you think this will work for you or how it worked for you.”

Steven Cortez
Blue Valley West High School
Overland Park, KS 
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


“I have the beginning students do a video scavenger hunt.  I give them limited instruction on the cameras just to asses the natural abilities they have.  I put them in teams give them a list with items like "something round", "rock group", "Friendship".  I tell them to shoot in order divide the items evenly and let them go.  I also make it a competition, with the requirements you must hold each shot steady for 6 seconds and the first group done with everything shot correctly gets something like a sucker or an award note our school gives out. The next day we get started with shooting and framing shots.”

-Ryan Nickels
Bremerton High School
“Here's one I got from a fantastic broadcasting teacher in Lancaster, SC -- David Knight.  On the first day he walks around the classroom with a camera and has each kid say "Hi, I'm ______ and you're watching [insert name of your "station"] TV."  He then uses these throughout the semester before, after, and between segments in his various broadcasts that go out to the school and community.  I think it gets the point across early on that students need to be willing to be on camera, and the kids love waiting to see when their face might pop up between segments.

It seems like this might be a good activity for a teacher or advanced student to do while the kids are doing some of the other introductory games mentioned already.”

-Louise Harrell Grant
Irmo High School
Columbia, SC

“I adapted an idea that I got at Teachers' Camp. They get partnered with a classmate - I usually just go with alphabetical partners, but have met them at the door and paired them right then and there. Brainstorm questions on the board about what you would like to know
about someone. Meet and greet for 5 minutes each. 10 minutes total after switching roles. Write a paragraph about the person - shorten it to a sentence - shorten it to 3 most important words. (These are three different sets of instructions given after you call on one or two to read the material they have written.) Introduce classmate to class. See if you really got to the heart of the person. They start learning that less is more in writing.

Next day tell them to come prepared to tell something about themselves to the class that starts with the same letter as their name. Ex: I am Barry and I collect baseball cards******* hate broccoli******** like bubblegum....etc. First person is selected by whoever has the birthday closest to mine. They start - second one adds on and repeats the first... third introduces himself and the other two.

NO one can write anything down. Also it is not a test – it is a game - if someone forgets - we just tell them - they repeat it -- we go on. If the last person can go all the way around with no help, we give them extra credit points. Any other classmate can do the same if they do it with NO HELP once everyone is added. We all laugh - we all enjoy the moment - we all learn each others names. Really helpful to me and also to the bonding of the classes.

All year long they want to revive the game to see if they can remember the "thing". I warn them about saying something like - " I am Jeremy and I am a Jerk" People remember it always - what seems funny in the game is oft times repeated with less enjoyment. By day three our class schedules are settled, the kids are not so bored with rules and we can go through the studio and classroom rules handbook. I make a booklet of FAQ's and info so that we can quickly move through it. They sign off on agreements (sign out procedures, deadlines, tardiness...etc) and we are done with that.”

-Peggy James

“Two things have come up so I would like to send this out--I also do the video scavenger hunt—works well, and I just keep having them do it until they have a passing grade. I also have them do an interview with a classmate and share it (sort of
casual news style) with the rest of the class on the first day.”

 

-Robin Tanner

Washoe County Schools
Reno, Nevada 
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