Digital Art & Photography 
Mrs. Elizabeth Humphrey

Class Description:

This course is designed for students who are interested in learning the fundamentals of digital photographic, manipulation and, or computer generated graphics.  It will cover the elements of photographic composition, as well as the basic to intermediate features of Adobe Photoshop.  The students will study Elements & Principals of Art to develop a visual understanding and apply critical thinking skills. The history of photography and the camera will be covered.  It is strongly recommended that students have successfully completed computer literacy before enrolling in the class.  Students are required to have access to a still digital camera in order to take pictures outside of the school building.  Students are liable for damages to school-owned digital media equipment.

Suggested Prerequisites; Basic Photography, Commercial Arts, Design, and other art related classes.

This class is fast paced and requires a good deal of reading and the ability to be self-directed.  Students are liable for damages to school-owned digital media equipment.

Purpose:

· How can I synthesize and present information using technology in a meaningful way?

· What is the benefit of digital imaging and image manipulation to society?

· How can I use digital imaging techniques to further my career in a technological workplace?

· To provide students with the skills to transition into more advance study and/or work in the photographic industry.

Credit:

½ credit (grades 10-12)

Fee/ Instructional Materials:
Course fee $30.00; It is possible you will incur additional costs for personal items such as Memory Cards. Discs, printing ECT. 

This class will incorporate the Photography lab and computers.  A lot of independent work will be required.  It may be necessary for you student to work some extra hours in the lab or in the field to show mastery of all subject materials.  Students will have access to some of the school’s digital camera equipment.

Access to School network and World Wide Web is required for this class.

Attendance Policy:

Refer to the Tiffin City School Handbook. For this will be strictly adhere to this attendance policy.

· Attendance slips: students must bring a slip to class after being tardy or absent.  Absences are not excused with out a popper note or call to the attendance office e for the partners. If you have an unexcused absence you are responsible for bring me the slip when the absence have been exceed.  Excessive unexcused absences may result in lost of credit. 

· Lecture notes are your responsibility.

· Late homework may or may not be accepted- it’s up to my discretion.  If I do accept it, it will probably be docked 10% per day.

Productivity Policy

There are many assignments in this course, and you will have very little time where you are not working on a project.  I expect that you are doing to spend 40 minutes each day working productively in this class.  If you not, your grade will be lowered.  Each assignment and presentation will also include a productivity grade that will be based on your effort and contribution to the class an your group.  This grade will be work roughly 10-20% of your semester grade, enough to have a large impact on your final grade.  I will attempt to keep track of days that are not productive to document your productivity.   There will be no arguing over comments form substitutes during the semester.

You will do fine if you are productively working on you photography projects.  There should be no excuses for sitting around, unnecessarily browsing the Internet (not for this class work), or doing other work during class time.  For those of you who work hard everyday, you have nothing to worry about.

Assessments

· Project based assessments using rubrics

· Test and quizzes

· Portfolio

Grading Policy:

Your grades will be based on a combination of subjective and objective criteria. A student who successfully completes this course will have shown mastery in each of the following areas: digital image manipulation, photography basics and history, elements of composition, the use of digital cameras and scanning.  Each student will follow an individual pathway through this course. As a result, there are always a wide variety of activities going on in the lab at any one time.  You will also have to show some ability to develop original ideas into a finished product.  If you complete all the stated requirements for assignments you will receive a letter grade based on your work and effort. I encourage you to exceed these requirements through your own exploration into digital art and photography or related fields. Extra credit maybe given to those who exceed. (* Making Deadlines)

Grading Scale- We will use the Tiffin Columbian High School grading scale as indicated in the Handbooks. 

Mrs. Humphrey Grading Systems understanding.

A
Produces markedly superior work and consistently demonstrates a high understanding of the objectives of the course.

B
Masters skill thoroughly: usually demonstrates a good understanding of objectives of the course

C
Demonstrates satisfactory achievement of the course objectives. Shows mastery of course objectives

D
In exceptional situation, a passing grade of “D” will be awarded.  This will only be for extenuating circumstances and all students are expected to show mastery of the skills in this class.

F. 
Course work is unfinished. Student has not completed all required work to receive credit for course and/or demonstrates little or no understanding of course objectives.

Only the final grade is recorded on the student’s official transcript.  Grades reported show progress to date in each course and are an indication of overall course performance. 

Working throughout the semester

1. The photography grading system states that an “A” means: Produces markedly superior work and consistently demonstrates a high understanding of the objective of the course.”

2. It my high hope that everyone earned an “A” but that is not always realistic.  Only the best students who consistently show markedly superior work will receive “A’s”

3. I rarely give extra credit.  I feel that you must have all of the work completed to earn anything “extra.”  Most of the time those who need or want extra credit are those students who have not worked as hard as they could have.

4. Do not put things off until the last minute.  For many of these assignments you will have a great deal of time to work.  Do not put it off.  Use effective time management skills. If you hare having trouble with and assignment, you need to contact me well before the due date.  Do not wait until the due date to get help.

5. I believe that students must work hard thought the entire semester.  There are roughly 18 weeks in the semester.  Do not expect to slack off until the final weeks and then worry about what you have to do to raise your grade.  The grade is for the entire semester (quarter), not just the final four weeks.

6. Those students who put a great deal of effort into doing their best will do well in this course. 

All major assignments must be completed with a passing grade in order to receive passing credit for this course.  (It may be necessary for you to resubmit an assignment if you do not earn a passing grade the first time)

Requirements/ Terms of the Course-

Must fill out and have parent consent to have access to school technology equipment.

“Students are liable for damages to school-owned digital media equipment.”   

The computers are VERY moody and VERY breakable.  Behave professionally in and around the lab areas.  NO FOOD or DRINKS in the media lab areas!

Student’s projects must be suitable for viewing by all age groups or family viewing (“G” rating).   

Copyright rules apply- citations must be provided for all copyrighted materials used. Plagiarisms along with all Tiffin Columbian Academic Honesty policy and Student Handbooks rules/ consequences apply.

**This year this class is a pilot class, with that in mind this syllabus is subject to change with somewhat advance notice.

**I hope this class will be productive, self-motivated, and open to developing changes. Also, most of all to have fun creating video projects! 

Grading Breakdown: 





The Grading Scale:
Quizzes and Final Exam





100-92= A  


4-6 Class Projects






91-83= B

Assignments/Homework





82-70= C



*Properly Handling Equipment (in and out of classroom)
69-60= D

Critiques







59-0= F

Portfolio

Question of the day- Photo of the Day



Course Website for more details, this web page will include all assignments, student work, and access to grades when updated: www.tiffin.k12.oh.us





Material List: You may want

. *Binder /folder/clear sleeves/notebook or paper is required for class this will be used for your portfolio of work



Jump drive/external
/CD





SD Card





Paper/Pencil/Pen

Headphone





Computer Accessible

Class Management


Contract/Permission Slip

Tiffin City School

Mrs. Humphrey










Due Date: ___________

Dear Parents / Guardian, 

Please read this letter carefully and sign the forms attached to this letter and return ASAP.

Your son/ daughter is currently enrolled in Technology Course through the Tiffin art department.  .  These classes allow students the opportunity to use up to date technology.  I hope that it will be a fun and rewarding class for your child. These classes are great introductory courses that can lead, inspire, and give your child knowledge to enter into various field choices.

 In order to offer theses classes we must use expensive equipment in and out of the school.  Examples of some of the equipment that we will be using are camcorders, computers, scanners, digital cameras, DVD recorders, and much more.  Most equipment will be supplied by the school, But to take this class it is required that your son/daughter must have access to own personal digital camera.

In regards to school equipment:  

We all know that accidents do happen. Students will be taught how to use cameras and other materials in detail.  They will be expected to handle the equipment with respect and responsibility.  They will be expected to check materials out if they leave the room, and will have to check them back in.  The checking in and out process allows the art department to track the condition of the materials.  Student may only check camcorder or other technology equipment out for one night.  If something happens that is not the students fault but needs to be attended to they should immediately bring it to my attention.  This will allow accidents to be taken care of and allow the time needed to fix the equipment.   DO NOT leave it for the next student who needs to check it out.

However if something happens to the camera or other materials that is the result of mishandling, then the responsibility will be at the discretion of the teacher and tech. personnel.  School insurance may only cover items used in the classroom setting; even then the cost may not be fully covered. 

Example of mishandling:  If a student checks out a camera and lets a student who is not in the class use it, and this causes a scratch on the lens or other camera parts; which these can be a very expensive repair.  The student who checked out the equipment will be responsible for it.

To Avoid Problems:

· Listen carefully on how to handle cameras, computers, and other equipment.

· If something goes wrong notify the instructor.

· Always check out and in the equipment properly.

· Never let anyone use equipment from outside the class.  Even if they say “they know how to      use it.”

· When the camera isn’t being used it needs to be locked up at all times and kept in a dry, secure place.

· May not use video technology equipment for another class projects.  

· Use common sense; the equipment is YOUR responsibility.

This year exciting projects are planned, it maybe necessary for technology students to shoot outside school such at school-related events after school hours.  Students will need to borrow a school camera for their taping. It is important that student return the camera 

   8:00 a.m. the next school day.  

Parents are encouraged to ask their student about their work in these class- students should be proud to show their creations to you.  Provide a means for your student to work in the lab after school or before or to photography shooting locations if you do not have access at home.  Please let me know if there are any special provisions that your students may need to help him/her achieve success in the class. 

Finally it should also be understood, that while freedom of expression and creativity in assignments is highly valued, this is an introductory class and all students will be guided through the same assignments.  While individual creativity is valued, good taste and all rules governing school appropriateness will apply to all film assignments and finished products.

If you have any question please feel free contact me by calling 419-447-6331 or email  elizabeth_humphrey@tiffin.k12.oh.us
Sincerely,

Mrs. Humphrey-instructor

Digital Art & Photography 

Contract/Permission Slip

CHECKING OUT A CAMERA 
A. Students are responsible for the cameras and equipment that they check out. 

B. The check out sheet must be completely filled out by both the student and instructor 

C. Students should check that the camera batteries are full. 

D. Only students who are in Digital Photo may check out and use cameras. 

OVERNIGHT CHECKOUT 
A. All rules listed above apply 

B. Cameras may not be checked out until after school. 

C. Your camera must be returned PRIOR to 8:00 a.m. the NEXT SCHOOL DAY. 

D. Cameras are for use on Digital Photo assignments only. 

E. Only the student who checked out the camera should be using the camera (you are responsible for the 

Equipment). 

USE OF CAMERAS – RESPONSIBILITIES WHILE SHOOTING 
A. You are responsible for the use of the equipment. Take very good care of the cameras and other 

Equipment 

B. All members of a group are to be actively involved in the picture taking process while out of the 

Classroom. Using a camera is not an excuse to walk around school. Failure to follow this guideline will 

Results in the loss of the privilege to go outside of class. 

C. ONLY members of your group (the one’s who checked out the camera) are to be using the camera – it is 

Not to be passed around to others (ex: your friend thinks that the camera is cool, and wants to take a 

Photo – NO!). 

D.  Photos taken during school hours are to be taken around the 

school building and the immediate area surrounding the school. Do not give your instructor or school 

officials any inclination that you are not using your photography time wisely. If you’re shooting requires that 

you visit areas that are off-limits, see your instructor before shooting. 

E. Do not enter other classrooms or point cameras through windows without the teacher’s permission. 

Disruption of other classes will not be tolerated. Respect their right to learn. 

I understand the guidelines listed above and agree to abide by them.  

_______________________________________________ _________________ 

Student Signature        Date 

I understand that my student is to follow the guidelines listed above while using the Digital Photo equipment. 

_______________________________________________ _________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature       Date 

This form must be signed and returned prior to the student checking out a camera. 




Behavior Plan: 


 1st  


 2nd 


3rd


4th





Additional notes:








Classroom Rules:





1.








2.








3.








