Ceramic Classroom Rules
General Guidelines

A seating chart will be used for the trimester and this is where you will be working.  However, if there is a problem, I will make necessary adjustments.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class therefore you will need to be in your seat when the bell rings.  Absent and tardy rules stated in the student handbook apply.

Leave backpacks in your locker, if absolutely necessary backpacks will ONLY be allowed if they are placed under your table on the racks and out of the way!  This also applies to coats, purses, etc.
Good work habits are vital in getting projects done to the best of your ability and on time.  This will be accomplished by working in your assigned seats and keeping the noise level at a reasonable indoor volume. 

For safety reasons, proper attire must be worn at all times, therefore slippers will NOT be allowed. 

Creativity is an open and vague area; however, inappropriate material will not be tolerated.  Objects created that are not appropriate for school that promotes alcohol, tobacco products or controlled substances are prohibited.  Also, satanic objects, obscenities or other such material will not be made, used or worn in my classroom.  You have been warned any inappropriate project will receive a ZERO! 
Treat others with respect.  This includes everyone in the room (teacher, substitute teacher, classmates, guests, EVERYONE).  We are all individuals and therefore have different thoughts, ideas, and opinions that are unique; this is how we learn from each other.  Respect is deserved by everyone; I respect you, and you respect me.  This also goes for other people’s projects.  Damaging or stealing works of art will result in the removal from my class.

Clay, in any state, for any reason, should never be taken out of this room!

Passes out of the classroom will be given as needed and at my discretion.  A tardy may be given as a result of excessive restroom use.
Student discipline will be carried out as stated in the student handbook.

Procedures

Supply and storage cabinets are labeled with the materials that are for you to use.  If there is no label then it is off limits.

Required materials must be brought to every class.  Not much is needed so it should not be hard.  You will also have a storage area where materials may be kept.

Your work should be kept on YOUR shelf and on your shelf only until it has been graded.

Graded projects may be put on your class periods’ cart on the green ware shelf.  Be careful; NEVER TOUCH ANY WORKS OF ART THAT ARE NOT YOURS!!!!  Touching other peoples work is forbidden.  Clay is very fragile and you do not want your work broken by someone else.

Only projects that have a first and last name and class period on them will be fired.  Broken projects will not be saved or glazed.  Make sure to place projects on the correct shelf on your class cart.  Any project that is only partially glazed should be kept on your shelf.
Tools and materials must be used properly.  Anyone misusing or damaging the school’s property will be required to pay for the replacement of that object no matter how expensive.  If there is an accident of some sort you will need to report it right away or I will assume the damage was done on purpose and appropriate action will be taken.  You may only use the equipment after you have learned how to properly work it.  This also includes the proper use of clay.  NO THROWING CLAY!
Cleaning Up

Safety is very important.  There are many things in the ceramic classroom that can be hazardous.  It is vital that all rules are followed and care is taken.  Therefore, ONLY bottled water will be allowed in the art classroom.  ABSOLUTLY NO FOOD or POP.  If a problem arises, such as bottles of water being left lying around the classroom, a change to a no water policy will result.

Your shelf should remain clean of all tools and materials that are for the class to use.  Other people may need these and if they are not out I will give others permission to go through your cabinet and find what they need.

Wipe off your table everyday with a wet towel or sponge, NOT a dry paper towel!  Dry paper towels only move the clay around and if it is dust, it gets in the air which is not healthy to breath.  Using a wet towel or sponge not only eliminates this problem but the clean up is much faster and better.

Clay, dust, etc. from the table should be thrown in the trash or proper place.  NOT ON THE FLOOR!  Clean up any clay, slip, water, dust, etc. off the floor, table, wheel or wherever you are working or might have dropped something!  It is a hazard to have these materials on the floor or lying around.

Wheels and wheel tools need to be cleaned off after each use and don’t forget the side bowl too!  Get in the habit of turning off your wheel when you are done working on it, for safety reasons.

When mixing clay, be careful to keep the powder on the table.  The powder should ONLY be used on the wedging table.  When used on the slab roller it creates dust everywhere and dries out your slab.  If the slab roller is too wet, scrape it, turn on the fan and give it time to dry.

DO NOT put anything but clay or water into the slip barrels!  Paper towels, bisque ware, tools, sponges are some of the things that have been found in them.  This can not only ruin your project if you have something in your clay but it can also hurt you if the object is sharp.  ONLY CLAY GOES IN THE SLIP BARRELS!!!  

Paper towels go in the trash.  Do not shoot baskets, especially if you miss, PICK IT UP!

EVERYTHING you use needs to be cleaned off with a wet towel or sponge when you are done working.  

Put EVERYTHING you use AWAY in the correct place.  All tools and materials should be clean and dry.

Remember to empty clay into slip barrels or trash cans NOT in the sink!  You should leave nothing in the sink when you are done using it!

Unfired clay can be reclaimed or recycled.  Do not throw it away in the trash, it goes in the slip barrels.  Any clay that has been fired cannot be reclaimed, it is now in a permanent state and if it is unwanted it will need to go in the trash.

Slip barrels are for recycling clay.  Do not overfill these barrels.  They must be able to be stored under the wedging table, so keep clay at least an inch from the top of the barrel.  If one is overflowing use a different one.

Clean up Responsibilities

Clean up procedures must be followed.  You do not want to clean up after other students as they do not want to clean up after you.  ALL materials and tools have a place so make sure you know where they belong.  You must wash your working area and all materials that you have used each day.

I will be keeping track of those who are doing this and those who are not.  A large part of this class depends on working together in the studio and this includes cleaning up.  If you do not do your job it will significantly affect your grade.  Those who are not doing their part will no longer be permitted to create clay projects but will have to do bookwork or other such activities that require less responsibility.  If this is a problem, you will be removed from the class.

I will dismiss the class, NOT THE BELL, after I have checked that all the tools and materials have been cleaned and put away and the room has been cleaned up properly.

By signing this you have declared that you have read and fully understand all of the rules and accept the responsibilities required of you to work in this class.  As a result, breaking any of these rules will have consequences as needed, such as a detention, removal from the class, etc.

Name (printed)__________________________________________________________Date__________________

Signature__________________________________________Tiff #______________________________________

